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interesting personal experiences as spontaneously recur
again and again to the rnind. For the rest it is con-
fined to those facts and events of general interest to
which our social habits lead us repeatedly to go back.1

The consciousness of personal identity is said to be
bound up with memory. That is to say, I arn conscious
of a continuous permanent self under all the varying
surface-play of the stream of consciousness, just because
I can, by an act of recollection, bring together any
two portions of this stream of experience, and so
recognize the unbroken continuity of the whole. If
this is so, it would seem to follow from the very frag-
mentary character of our recollections that our sense
of identity is very incomplete. As we shall see
presently, there is good reason to look upon this
consciousness of continuous personal existence as rest-
ing only in part on memory, and mainly on our inde-
pendently formed representation of what has happened
in the numberless and often huge lacunae of the past
left by memory.

Having thus a rough idea of the mechanism of
memory to guide us, we may be able to investigate
the illusions incident to the process.

Illusions of Memory.

By an illusion of memory we are to understand a
false recollection or a wrong reference of an idea to

1 It is not easy to say how far exceptional conditions may serve to
reinstate the seemingly forgotten past. Yet the experiences of dreamers
and of those who have been recalled to consciousness after part al
drowning, whatever they may prove with respect to the reviviibilitv of
remote experiences, do not lead us to imagine that the range of our
definitely localizing memory is a wide one.
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